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TAGS: PFOR, MX 

SUBJECT: LABOR PROBLEMS INVOLVING MEXICAN ILLEGALS AT HIDALGO, 
TEXAS 

REF: MEXICO 4767 

1. ONE ASPECT OF THE RECENT VIOLENCE AND RELATED STRIKE OF 
WORKERS IN THE HIDALGO, TEXAS AREA HAS NOT BEEN FULLY 
CLARIFIED IN PRESS REPORTS. THIS IS THE EXTENT OF 
INVOLVEMENT OF MEXICAN ILLEGALS. THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS THIS 
FACTOR EXTREMELY SIGNIFICANT AND STRONGLY URGES THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT AND AMCONSUL MATAMOROS SEEK AUTHORITATIVE 
INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT FROM APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES, 
FEDERAL AND LOCAL, IN THE AREA. 

2. THERE HAS, IN THE PAST, BEEN SOME AMBIGUITY IN ATTITUDE 
OF CHICANO GROUPS TOWARD ILLEGAL MEXICAN ALIENS ISSUE. 

ON OCCASION, CESAR CHAVEZ, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS BEEN SHARPLY 
CRITICAL OF INS FOR FAILURE TO PREVENT FLOW OF ILLEGALS, 

AND HIS ORGANIZATION HAS ATTACKED ALLEGED PRACTICE OF US 
EMPLOYERS IN USING ILLEGALS AS STRIKEBREAKERS. IT SEEMS 
CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT CHAVEZ' ORGANIZATION IS EXTREMELY 
ACTIVE AND, INDEED, PLAYING LEADERSHIP ROLE, IN HIDALGO 
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3. DEPENDING UPON FACTS OF HIDALGO SITUATION (SPECIFICALLY 
LEGAL/ILLEGAL COMPOSITION OF STRIKING WORKERS), THIS MAY BE 
FIRST SIGNIFICANT INSTANCE OF ORGANIZED COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN CHICANO WORKERS AND MEXICAN ILLEGALS. 

4. EMBASSY MAKES NO VALUE JUDGMENT ON FOREGOING. IT IS 
OBVIOUS, HOWEVER, THAT ANY MELDING OF INTERESTS AND 
ACTIVITIES OF US CITIZENS OR LEGALLY RESIDENT ALIENS ON 
ONE HAND AND MEXICAN ILLEGALS ON THE OTHER WOULD LIKELY 
RESULT IN INEXTRICABLE INTERMINGLING OF US DOMESTIC ISSUES 
WITH THOSE INVOLVING US-MEXICAN BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: SEE PARA 1 ABOVE. JOVA 
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